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confederacy with the parliament, against their king ;
for which the parliament requited them afterwards
as they deserved.
Had it not been for the Scotch army, the parlia-
ment had easily been reduced to terms of peace;
but after this they never made any proposals fit for
the king to receive. Want of success before had
made them differ among themselves; Essex and
Waller could never agree ; the earl of Manchester
and the lord Willoughby differed to the highest de-
gree ; and the king's affairs went never the worse
for it. But this storm in the north ruined us all;
for the Scots prevailed in Yorkshire, and being
joined with Fairfax, Manchester, and Cromwell,
carried all before them; so that the king was
obliged to send prince Rupert, with a body of four
thousand horse, to the assistance of the earl of New-
castle, where that prince finished the destruction of
the king's interest, by the rashest and unaccount-
ablest action in the world, of which I shall speak in
its place.
Another action of the king's, though in itself no
greater a cause of offence than the catling the
Scots into the nation, gave great offence in gene-
ral, and even the king's own friends disliked it;
and was carefully improved by his enemies to the
disadvantage of the king, and of his cause.
The rebels in Ireland had, ever since the bloody
massacre of the protestants, maintained a war
against the English, and the earl of Ormond was
general and governor for the king. The king find-
ing his affairs pinch him at home, sends orders tq the
earl of Ormond to consent to a cessation of arms
with the rebels, and to ship over certain of his regi-
ments hither to his majesty's assistance. It is
true, the Irish had deserved to be very ill treated
by the English; but while the parliament pressed

